


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Held on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7.00pm


PRESENT: Derek Heiron (DH), Victoria Coward (VC), Charlie Blood (CB), Alex Baker (AB), Ian Pulley (IP), Michelle Andrew (Clerk), 1 Resident. 

APOLOGIES: Rachel Blood (RB). 

The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1. To agree as a true record the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 14th April 2025.

The minutes were approved 5 FOR.

2. To receive the Chairman’s Annual Report on the Parish Council’s work and accounts for the year ending 31st March 2026. 

“Welcome to the 2026 Annual Parish Meeting.
I am pleased to present the Chairman’s report for 2025-2026.
I would like to acknowledge the continued contribution of my fellow councillors throughout the past year and also to the residents that have assisted and given their time to support the numerous events that have taken place.
The resignation of our previous Chairman was announced at our February meeting and we thank her for contributions to the Parish Council and the wider community. As a result of the resignation, we now have a vacancy for a councillor of which we are confident of filling in the coming weeks.
Summary of key highlights and achievements throughout the year.
· An Energy Performance Certificate rating of E was obtained on the Memorial Hall which indicates a below-average energy efficiency rating but not unexpected with an old poorly insulated building. Our current plans for improvement work on the main hall this coming year will hopefully address in part some of the issues and reduce our energy costs and carbon footprint. 
· The school speed mitigation has now been agreed with road markings to be placed outside the school. We would have preferred a better outcome with Cheshire East Highways on the problem of reducing vehicle speed in the village and in particular outside the school. The date for carrying out the works has still to be confirmed.
· We have been successful in receiving a grant of £10,000 for improvements to the playground from the 'Enabling Prosperity & Wellbeing Fund'. We are expecting Cheshire East to match this amount so the total available for the renovations will be £20,000. The timeline for this work to be carried is August 2026. 
· The Memorial Hall fascia board replacement and minor roof repairs have now been completed. 
· The B5470 road remains closed with a current expected reopening date according to Cheshire East is early summer 2026.   
· The Kettleshulme Fell Race was held on the 18th April 2026. Thank you to the organisers and marshals of the event.
· Our events over the past year from the Cheshire Rural Touring Arts include Victor & Albert held in October and a Bierkeller Night held in September. Both events were a moderate success and going forward we intend to review the acts in order to attract greater numbers.
· The Christmas Fair, again, followed the same format of coffee and cake and was well attended.
· We held the Remembrance Service at the Memorial Hall in November. It is however unfortunate that we are unable to secure a road closure for the service.   
· Our Senior's Christmas Party also went ahead with the financial support of the Kettleshulme Entertainment Trust. The evening was a resounding success and complimented by the varied entertainment provided by our very talented residents.
· A new brighter polycarbonate defibrillator cabinet has been installed at the memorial Hall to replace the existing steel cabinet which was rusty and no longer water tight.
· The Rose Queen Committee kindly donated the proceeds of their account which amounted to £2,441.47. They have requested that the Council use it to honour the legacy of the Kettleshulme Rose Queen. 
Items of note.
· The devolution of Cheshire East, Cheshire West & Warrington has now gone through and a Mayoral election will be held in May 2027 to elect the first Mayor. 
· The Memorial Hall is wonderful asset to the community and continues to provide a great venue for entertainment events. However, it is an ageing building and going forward will require ongoing maintenance and improvements at significant cost. The Council are aware of the scope of work required and the cost implications.
Finance and governance.
Our financial health is good and remains within budget. 
As of the end of March 2026 our Bank balance is as follows;
Current account £4,567.81
Reserve Account £36,655.95
*Note: The Playground grant and the Rose Queen donation figures are included the above.
Special thanks to our Clerk for the financial control and governance through the year.
In conclusion I am hopeful that we will continue to make progress over the next year and I look forward to working with my Parish Council and Macclesfield Councillor colleagues.”

3. Matters arising from the Chairman’s report. 

Councillors thanked Chairman Ian Pulley for his report. No matters arising.

4. Parish Matters – an opportunity for residents to raise issues. 

Resident in attendance had no issues to raise.

The meeting closed at 7:08pm.

Signed:

Dated:



